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Central America with lovely clusters of large sky-blue,
white or pink flowers. There are, in South America and
the West India Islands, Bignonia creepers with gorgeous
orange blossoms, the Petrcea with clusters of azure blue,
and the celebrated Allamanda climber, with its trumpet-
like flowers of brilliant yellow. On the ground are Thun-
bergias, with large waxy flowers of white or smalt blue.
Nor in any survey of this kind must be forgotten the many
lovely convolvuluses, the most beautiful of all being the
Morning Glory (as it is called in the West Indies), a large,
vivid, ultramarine-blue flower, sometimes so thickly clus-
tered that the leaves are almost hidden. Innumerable
are the plants, the climbers, the shrubs, with blossoms of
waxy white, heavily scented, or of deep brown, burning
orange, pale azure blue, dark purple, sulphur yellow:
every tint known to horticulture, except, it may be, the
rarest of all colours in flowers, greenish blue and jet black.
Early spring in the West Indies or in Central America
probably gives displays of colour in flowers to be matched
nowhere else in the world. On the other hand, in the
dense forests of Colombia, the Orinoko basin, and Guiana,
the traveller is frequently disappointed at the monotony of
the dark-green foliage and the invisibility of the flowers,
the most superb amongst the orchids being placed so high
above him that they are out of sight and cannot in any
case affect the tints of the landscapes. Guatemala has
plains and open scrub lands where thistles grow to the
height of small trees; the more sterile regions of Central
America, the plateaus of Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador,
and portions of Haiti are the homes of weird, leafless
cacti, resembling, according to their species, boulders of
stone, pincushions and tufts of spines, tall, green, spiny
columns, turbaned heads, crawling snakes, branches of coral,
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